Corporation for the Sustainable
Development of San Andrés, Providenciaq,
and Santa Catalina (CORALINA),
collaboration with the Perry Institute For
Marine Science of the Bahamas, local
NGOs such as the Blue Indigo Foundation,
and volunteer biologists and professionals
from dive centers, is actively engaged in
efforts to combat coral tissue disease. This
report highlights the recent progress and
ongoing initiatives in this endeavor.

CURRENT
INITIATIVES

Recent efforts have focused on the application of
< w; Coralina y la Reserva de Biosfera antibiotics in prioritized sites along the western
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working tirelessly to mitigate the spread of coral
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deployments of scientists to administer
antibiotics, aiming to slow the expansion of this
devastating coral tissue disease. Furthermore,
research is being conducted to characterize and
compare resistant colonies of four coral species
on San Andrés Island.
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ADVANCE RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT

In parallel, advanced research is underway to
identify bacterial biomarkers contributing to
disease resistance through metagenomic
analysis. These findings are integral to the
development of probiotic treatments, facilitated
by a high-throughput culturing system.
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It is anticipated that within a two-year timeframe,
candidate probiotics will undergo testing on live
corals to assess their efficacy in treating the
disease and preventing infection. Subsequently,
these probiotics will be integrated into both
asexual and sexual restoration efforts.

CONTINUED
PROTECTION
EFFORTS

While research and development activities
continue to advance, it is imperative to

emphasize the ongoing importance of efforts
aimed at protecting coral populations through
the strategic use of antibiotics. As coral tissue
disease poses a significant threat to the health
and resilience of coral ecosystems, these
measures serve as a critical line of defense
against further degradation.

The application of antibiotics plays a vital role in
mitigating the spread of disease and preserving
the integrity of coral colonies. By targeting the
pathogens responsible for coral tissue disease,
antibiotics help to suppress infection rates and
promote the survival of affected coral
populations.

Moreover, the implementation of antibiotic
treatments complements broader conservation
strategies aimed at enhancing the resilience of
coral reefs. By reducing stressors and enhancing
the overall health of coral communities, these
measures contribute to the long-term
sustainability of marine ecosystems

MY
CONTRIBUTION

Thanks to Idea Wild’s camera donation, | COULD
CONTRIBUTE TO DOCUMENT THEIR ACTIVITIES
EFFECTIVELY AS A VOLUNTEER DIVER. These visuals

help track how the methodology is applied, support
research, and raise conservation awareness. By sharing
these images, the updated about the project can inspire
action for ocean protection and amplify their impact

in safeguarding marine ecosystems.




