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In June 2023, Idea Wild granted The Zambezi Society (Zamsoc) 3 sets of Meta Quest 2 Advanced All-
In-One Virtual Reality Headsets — 256 GB — with the full library of Virtual Reality (VR) wildlife
conservation content from Wildlife Protection Solutions uploaded onto each headset. The VR
Headsets were for use across the VR component of our Human-Wildlife Coexistence (HWC) Project.
This project works to reduce loss of livelihood, property damage, crop damage and livestock
predation, and reduce the loss of both human life and wildlife to human-wildlife conflict, within
communities living adjacent to the Charara Safari Area — a key wildlife corridor within the Middle
Zambezi Valley in Zimbabwe. The initial project set up in January 2022 was within 55 villages and 1
commercial farming area in the rural areas along the southern boundary of the Charara Safari Area. In
May 2023, the project expanded into Kariba Town — a tourism-based town on the northern boundary
of Charara Safari Area, which is surrounded by wildlife areas, and which makes up part of the wildlife
corridor.
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We established the VR component as an innovative HWC tool to engage the younger demographic of
the communities in HWC education, in a fun and memorable way. The Zambezi Society’s successful
application to Idea Wild in May 2023 was to increase our number of VR headsets, and to expand the
VR concept from trial to a full-time project. The project was rolled out full-time across Kariba Town in
June 2023, where conflict between wildlife and school aged children is high. To date, we have engaged
1,600 students across 16 primary schools in HWC education directly through VR.

Our VR sessions have two specific focal points under the HWC banner — human-lion coexistence and
human-elephant coexistence. Each focus is split into its own session, with both sessions delivered to
the students over the course of the school year. Each session begins with the students being asked to
write down three words that come to mind when they hear the word lion/elephant (dependent upon
the focal species for the session). They then watched the video and are asked to write a letter to the
animal. All instructions are delivered neutrally with the aim of identifying any immediate change in
student attitude towards the animal before and after watching the video. The students are also always
given a fun wildlife worksheet — crosswords, word sleuths, who am | etc. — to work through as their
classmates are watching the video. The three-word exercise almost always returns words with



negative connotations towards the animals - run, scared, dangerous etc. The letters also contain a
similar undertone; however, they also highlight that students are picking up on the messaging of the
videos — that wildlife have existed in these areas historically, that they come in search of food, water
and shelter which has been displaced due to human settlement, and that they are equally scared of
humans and don’t come into communities to harm humans. We see this understanding and empathy
as the first step to creating a change of mindset and a change in behaviour.

Our aspirations for the VR project are to expand its reach and impact through increasing the number
and range of students engaged. We aim to do this through increasing our partnerships and geographic
scope. We feel that it is important to not only engage students who are living in human-wildlife conflict
situations, but to also engage students in towns and cities who can be inspired to one day work in
conservation.

We would like to thank Idea Wild for their support over the last year. The funding secured was integral
to project growth and will continue to play a key role in delivering HWC education across a range of
students in Zimbabwe.



