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Rays are similar to sharks on the inside, but most of them have flatter, rounder bodies. For 
example, a manta ray has a very flat body and its fins have become wings which it flaps, a bit 
like a bird, to swim through the water. 

One family of rays is especially unusual 
looking. The tail end of their body is 
just like a shark or a guitarfish....

Other rays – like guitarfish – have long bodies with 
pointed fins on top – they look a lot more like 
sharks!

The honeycomb whipray and blue spotted ray have 
rounded bodies.



But their heads are flat and... 
wait,
what’s that attached to their head?

It looks like a chainsaw!

That’s a Sawfish!

There are actually five different kinds, or species, of sawfish. 

But before we learn all about them, let’s look at the names for the different parts of a 
sawfish’s body.

 You can use the number of 
teeth on a sawfish’s saw to 

help you identify which 
species it is!
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How many types of sawfish are there?



Smalltooth Sawfish
Scientific Name: Pristis pectinata 

Distribution: The smalltooth sawfish lives only in the Atlantic Ocean. The biggest population of smalltooth 
sawfish lives in Florida, in the United States of America. Smalltooth sawfish are also seen quite 
regularly in the Bahamas and in 2016, fishermen caught a smalltooth sawfish in Mexico, so they may 
still be present off Mexico’s Atlantic coast. Many years ago, there were lots of smalltooth sawfish in 
Senegal and other countries in West Africa but they have become very rare in Africa now, and may 
be extinct in most of that area.

Smalltooth sawfish are between 61 and 81 cm when they are born and can reach at least 500 cm 
(16 feet) in length (including their rostrum) when they are fully grown. 

Number of pairs of rostral teeth: 20 to 30 pairs
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are no longer present (or scientists are not sure.) 
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The point at which the first dorsal fin starts is 
in line with the points where the pelvic fins 
meet the body.

The gaps between teeth increase
slightly in size, from the tip of the 
saw (smaller gaps) to where the saw 
meets the head (larger gaps)



Adult female sawfishes go to the mouths of rivers to give birth to their babies. In 
fact, largetooth sawfish swim into rivers and even into freshwater lakes, far from 
the ocean, to give birth. They probably do this to make sure their pups are born in 
a safe place with lots of food and few predators, where they have a good chance 
of survival. 

Sawfish pups probably stay in shallow waters where they are safe from 
predators like crocodiles and bigger sharks – until they grow big enough 
to defend themselves.

Smalltooth sawfish in Florida were also found to have a superpower – 
they can reproduce asexually. That means that eggs inside a female 
sawfish can develop into baby sawfish, without the female needing to 
mate with a male.     
  
  Amazing!
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