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Project Summary 

This project aimed to develop fundamental wildlife monitoring skills and raise awareness of 

wildlife conservation among civil society in Kosovo. The primary activities involved using 

camera traps to collect data on local wildlife and organizing awareness campaigns and workshops 

to engage local communities. These efforts sought to promote the protection of wildlife and 

highlight the importance of biodiversity in the region. 

Project Goals 

The key goals were: 

1. Establish basic wildlife monitoring protocols using camera traps. 

2. Engage civil society in conservation efforts through workshops and educational campaigns. 

3. Raise public awareness about the importance of wildlife conservation. 

Results 

The wildlife monitoring component of the project was highly successful. The use of camera traps 

enabled the collection of valuable data on local wildlife and helped establish baseline data for 

future conservation work. 



 

Figure 1. Deploying a camera trap during fieldwork in Blinja Preservation Park, Kosovo, Europe. 

This equipment was crucial for capturing non-invasive wildlife monitoring data, providing 

insights into local biodiversity. 

Kosovo, despite being a small country, boasts a rich biodiversity. Factors such as its 

geographic location, geological characteristics, hydrology, and climate contribute to its 

diverse biological wealth, including a variety of flora, fauna, and vegetation, as well as 

relict, endemic, and other significant species. However, there are several challenges 

within these protected areas, as many continue to face threats to their conservation. If 

current trends continue, valuable natural areas in Kosovo risk losing their significance, 

and many endangered species of flora and fauna could face extinction due to land 

conversion for agriculture, infrastructure development, unplanned construction, habitat 

fragmentation, and unsustainable exploitation of forest ecosystems and wildlife. Thanks 

to a generous donation from IDEA WILD, the equipment provided has been instrumental 

in developing a foundational wildlife monitoring system in Kosovo for the first time, 

enhancing efforts to protect and manage this biodiversity.  



Research Study Area: Mountain Blinaja, Kosovo, It has an area of 2115 hectares, hilly-

mountainous relief and altitude from 600-850 m. The catchment area e is 21.15 km2, the length 

of the hydrographic network is 49.44 km. 33 surface water accumulations are within this space, 2 

objects of heritage value, and over 200 species of endemic plants. 94.16% of this study area is 

covered with forests divided into 70 management units. These natural and artificial values give 

this area unique heritage, tourism and economic importance. (Cadraku, 2022) 

 

The Blinaja Mountains are located in the central part of the Republic of Kosovo with 

coordinates 42°30'00 N and 21°00'00 E (Fig.1).  

 

Figure 2. Location of the study area (map: Çadraku, 2022)  

It has an area of 21.15 km2 and a perimeter of 36.64 km. It was established in 1955 as an 

area of particular importance and was re-established in 2009 (decision No. 23/09 dt. 

09.02.2009) with the same purpose (MA- FRD, 2022). From the capital of Kosovo, 

Prishtina is located at a distance of 24 km in the di- rection of Blinajë-Sllatinë-Fushë 

Kosovë-Prishtina. In comparison, from the direction Blinajë-Lipjan- Prishtina is situated 

at a distance of 32 km, in which live 218 thousand inhabitants (KAS, 2020). Also at a 

distance of 15 km from the study area is the city of Lipjan in which 58 thousand inhabi- 



tants live (KAS, 2020), while in the nearby area a radius of 1 to 4 km are over 10 villages 

with over 8000 thousand inhabitants. Tasisa, et al., (2022) emphasize that intangible 

heritage should be ex- plored and used for the benefit of the community. Therefore, the 

heritage and tourist potential of the Blinaja Mountains can benefit the community li- ving 

in the vicinity of this area. The number of about 300 thousand inhabitants in a radius of 

30 km from the study area represents the potential of visitors who can visit the mountains 

of Blinaja. From the socio-economic aspect, this area repre- sents a signi􏰃cant source of 

income for the coun- try's economy and the community in the vicinity of the region 

through employment and provision of services by the rural community of the area. The 

climate of the study area is continental (Pllana, 2015), with average annual air 

temperatures ran- ging from -0.24°C to 22.14°C, while the average annual rainfall is 

656.4 mm (HIK, 2019). Three rock complexes characterize the study area. The western 

and southwestern part is composed of Pa- leozoic rocks, represented by quartzite, 

quartzite- conglomerate, sandstone, sericitic shale, quartz- sericite, limestone quartz, 

biotitic, gneiss and mar- ble (Loncarevic, 1971; Pavic, et al., 1980; Meshi, et al., 2012; 

Çadraku, et al., 2016). The north- western part consists of Jurassic ultrabasic rocks 

represented by serpentinites, peridotites, harzbur- gites, etc. Neogene formations are 

widespread mainly on the eastern side (Fushë Kosovë) of the basin and are represented 

by clays, partly by lignite, etc. Quaternary formations spread out along both sides of the 

river Blinaja and its eastern tributa- ries and are characterized by prolluvium, alluvium 

and vegetable soils (Meshi, et al., 2012; Çadraku, 2021).  

 

 



 

Map.1. Management units - according to The Forest Management Plan (2014-2023) the Blinaja 

Mountains (Hunting Reserve) is divided into 70 manage- ment units. (Map provided by Blinaja 

management office). 

 

Documentation of several previously unrecorded species in the region, including native 

mammals, Wild Boar ( Sus scrofa). 



 

Figure 3. Wild boar (Sus scrofa) captured on camera at Blinja Preservation Park, Kosovo. The 

high number of sightings contributed significantly to population monitoring and counting efforts 

in the region. 

The capture of wild boar (Sus scrofa) on camera at Blinja Preservation Park is significant for 

several reasons. The high number of sightings not only aids in population monitoring but also 

provides crucial insights into the species' behavior and habitat use. This data is essential for 

developing effective management strategies, ensuring the sustainable coexistence of wildlife and 

human communities. By understanding population dynamics, conservationists can address 

potential overpopulation issues, which may lead to human-wildlife conflicts, and implement 

targeted conservation efforts to protect this species and its habitat. Overall, these results enhance 

our knowledge of local biodiversity and support informed decision-making for wildlife 

conservation in the region. Furthermore, identification of potential areas for future conservation 

efforts relies heavily on analyzing wildlife activity patterns. By studying where and when 

different species are most active, we can uncover critical habitats that support their life cycles. 



This data enables conservationists to prioritize specific locations for protection, ensuring that 

resources are allocated effectively to areas most in need.  

 

Map 2. Blinjaja Preservation Park in Kosovo: Study Sites for Camera Trap Deployment, 

Focusing on Species and Wildlife Habitat Monitoring 

 

Additionally, recognizing these activity patterns helps address broader ecological concerns, such 

as habitat connectivity, which is vital for species movement and ecosystem resilience. Ultimately, 

this targeted approach enhances the effectiveness of conservation strategies and fosters healthier, 

more sustainable environments for wildlife. 

 



 

Figure 4. Community engagement during a fieldwork activity as part of the workshop in 

Blinja Preservation Park, Kosovo. Local residents, especially youth, actively participated, 

sparking discussions on wildlife conservation and the importance of protecting 

biodiversity in the region. 



 

 

Figure 5. Red Deer (Cervus elaphus) captured by a camera trap in Blinja Preservation 

Park, Kosovo. The image was analyzed using Eco Assist software to further investigate 

species population trends and improve wildlife monitoring efforts. 

The community engagement aspect also yielded positive outcomes. The workshops 

attracted significant participation from local residents, particularly youth, and sparked 

discussions on the importance of conservation efforts in Kosovo. This project has 

successfully concluded its first phase, and the results from species monitoring in the 

preservation park are significantly aiding in the management plan. While the findings are 

not yet ready to be shared publicly due to ongoing concerns about hunting and human-

wildlife conflicts in the region, the project clearly has the potential for extension and a 

bright future. It could also address other wildlife-related issues. However, additional 

support is crucial to ensure its continued success and to strengthen conservation 

initiatives in the region. 



Equipment Usage and Benefits 

The camera traps provided by IDEA WILD were instrumental in achieving the project’s goals. 

These tools enabled non-invasive monitoring of wildlife populations and helped establish 

baseline data for future conservation work. The use of camera traps allowed the project team to 

collect consistent, high-quality data on local wildlife without disturbing the animals or their 

habitats. 

So, The Trail Camera was essential for wildlife monitoring, capturing high-resolution 4K videos 

and 30MP images of animals in their natural habitat. With four cameras deployed across different 

areas of the Blinja Preservation Park, Kosovo, Europe the project team could effectively monitor 

a larger area. These cameras were used to gather data on wildlife presence and activity without 

disturbing their environment, contributing valuable information for the population monitoring of 

species like wild boar and other local fauna. 

The Night Vision binocular device allowed for nighttime observation of wildlife, a crucial aspect 

for species that are nocturnal or more active after dark. This device was used in conjunction with 

the trail cameras to enhance the monitoring of animal behavior during the night. The addition of 

night vision technology provided a clearer understanding of the ecosystem’s full dynamics, 

especially with species that were difficult to observe during the day. 

The GPS Navigator n tracking and recording the locations of the camera traps and the exact 

positions of notable wildlife sightings. It helped ensure that the research team could revisit the 

same locations for consistent data collection. This tool was also vital for navigating the expansive 

and sometimes challenging terrain of Blinja Preservation Park during fieldwork activities. 

The Canon camera was used to capture high-quality images during fieldwork and workshops. Its 

excellent image resolution allowed for documenting wildlife in greater detail, which was essential 

for both research purposes and community engagement initiatives. During workshops, it was also 

used to photograph participants and activities, aiding in the dissemination of the project's 

successes and raising awareness about conservation efforts in Kosovo. 

Additionally, the equipment facilitated hands-on learning opportunities for community members 

during the workshops, as participants were able to engage directly with the monitoring process. 

The project "Development of Basic Wildlife Monitoring and Wildlife Conservation Awareness 

Among Civil Society in Kosovo," funded by IDEA WILD in 2023, aimed to establish 

fundamental wildlife monitoring skills while promoting conservation awareness within local 

communities. Key activities included deploying camera traps to gather vital data on wildlife 

populations and organizing workshops to engage residents in conservation discussions. The 



successful implementation of these camera traps provided essential baseline data for monitoring 

species such as wild boar and red deer, contributing to a more robust management plan for the 

Blinaja Preservation Park. Despite Kosovo's rich biodiversity, ongoing threats like habitat 

fragmentation and unplanned development pose significant risks to local ecosystems. Community 

engagement proved fruitful, particularly among youth, fostering a greater understanding of the 

importance of biodiversity conservation. While the project has concluded its initial phase with 

promising results, ongoing concerns regarding human-wildlife conflicts necessitate additional 

support to ensure its sustainability and address broader wildlife issues. Overall, the project lays a 

strong foundation for future conservation efforts and highlights the crucial role of community 

involvement in protecting Kosovo’s natural heritage. 
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