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• Breeding season – March to June

• Entire breeding cycle of this species 
• 104 ± 6.5 days

• Most of the time one or two hatchlings present.

• Parental care can observe until next breeding season

• Specific behavioral actions on breeding season
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Nest competitors & Predators

• 11 nesting trees, 6 species, 4 Families 

• Manilkara hexandra (“Palu”) most 

prominent nest tree species

• Many cavities extended into the interior 

forming “funk hole” into which incubating 

female withdrew.

• No particular inner linings within the cavities.
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55 living Hornbill species in the 

world

Only two species in Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill (Endemic)

Malabar Pied Hornbill 

It’s common in the forested areas of 

the low country, 

in both dry and wet zones 

• Distribution
• Throughout the country and common 

in dry and intermediate zones
• Aggregate into flocks during non 

breeding season and paired during 
breeding season

*Averaged consumed food plant values 32.7% in non-

breeding season and 29.1% within breeding season

*All the nest cavities were found to be 

*occupied later by the competitors after the 

hornbills had bred. Eg;

Rose ring parakeet (Psittacula krameri)

Common Myna       (Acridotheres tristis)

*Land monitor (Veranus bengalensis) act as 

nest predators of hornbills 

Diet & Nutrition

3 types of formation of nest cavities
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