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Through the Lens: Telling Vulpro’s Story 

A Report on the Impact of IDEA WILD’s Camera Donation 

 
At Vulpro, every day is a testament to the perseverance of vultures and the dedication 
of those fighting for their survival. Our work is driven by an unwavering commitment to 
transparency, ensuring that every aspect of what we do is visible to the world. From 
dawn to dusk, we rescue, rehabilitate, and release vultures, integrate non-releasable 
birds into our captive breeding programme, monitor wild populations, conduct critical 
research, and engage with communities to inspire change. 
Yet conservation is not only about action — it is about storytelling. Thanks to the 
generous support of IDEA WILD, we now have the means to document every aspect 
of our work with clarity and precision. The donation of a high-quality camera has 
transformed the way we capture and share the realities of vulture conservation, 
bringing the challenges, victories, and urgency of protecting these vital birds into the 
public eye. 
By telling the story of vultures — through every rescue, every healing process, every 
release, and every moment they spend soaring or nesting — we change mindsets. We 
help people feel for these birds, to truly understand their struggles, and to appreciate 
why they are indispensable to our ecosystems. 
This report explores how this equipment has enhanced our efforts, ensuring that every 
image we take is not just a record, but a tool for awareness and change. 
 
 
Life at Vulpro Through the Lens: A Visual Story of Conservation 
 
A single photograph can tell a thousand stories. It can capture the hope in a vulture’s 
eyes as it takes flight after months of rehabilitation. It can expose the harsh realities of 
powerline collisions, poisoning, poaching, and habitat destruction that threaten their 
survival every day. 
 
At Vulpro, our days are defined by these moments. The camera donated by IDEA WILD 
has become our silent companion, witnessing and recording the full spectrum of what 
we do for vulture conservation: 
 

         The Call for Help  

 
Our day often begins with an urgent phone call. A vulture has been found grounded, 
its wings burnt by powerlines or its body weakened by poisoning.  
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With the camera hand, we document its condition from the moment of arrival, 
ensuring a clear record of its injuries, its treatment, and its progress. 
 

         Rescue, Rehabilitation, and Release  

 
Each image tells a story of survival. From the careful handling of an injured bird to the 
painstaking process of bandaging fractured wings and tracking recovery, our 
photographs provide an unfiltered view of the effort it takes to save each life. 
Ultimately, we capture the moment of release — the culmination of months of care — 
when a vulture spreads its wings and soars back into the wild, a powerful symbol of 
hope and perseverance. 
 

 

         Captive Breeding Programme  

 
For those vultures that cannot be released, we offer a second chance through our 
breeding programme. The camera allows us to document nesting, egg-laying, chick 
development, and parental care, giving insight into breeding success and ensuring 
genetic diversity. Every chick raised in our care represents a step forward in securing 
the future of these species. 
 

 

         Field Monitoring and Tracking  

 
Our team walks to nesting sites to monitor vultures, using high-resolution images to 
document breeding success, the growing chicks, and nesting behaviours. We track the 
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journeys of wild, rehabilitated, and captive-bred vultures across southern Africa using 
coloured leg bands, and tracking devices. This crucial data helps us understand 
survival rates, foraging ranges, roosting and feeding sites, as well as land-use 
preferences. It also enables us to detect injuries or fatalities, allowing swift responses 
and targeted conservation actions to mitigate threats. 
 

         Research and Threat Identification  

 
Every photograph contributes to long-term scientific research. By documenting 
patterns in injuries, survival rates, and nesting behaviours, we are able to assess the 
impact of human activities and make informed recommendations to conservation 
bodies, policymakers, and landowners. 
 

         Education and Community Awareness   

 
These images are more than records; they are tools for change. They help us 
educate communities, schools, and policymakers, challenge misconceptions, and 
inspire action. By visually demonstrating vultures’ critical role in ecosystems, we 
foster understanding and encourage conservation. 
 
Through storytelling, we make vultures real to people. We help communities see them 
not as ominous creatures but as essential, beautiful, and deserving of protection. 
 

Expanding Conservation Through Visual Storytelling 

Conservation is both a science and a story — one that must be told with accuracy and 
impact. High-quality images have strengthened Vulpro’s efforts in several key areas: 

1. Rescue and Treatment Documentation 

o Detailed photographs track injuries from arrival through rehabilitation. 
o Visual evidence has been crucial in legal cases, such as the rescue of 

two illegally captured vultures in Mafikeng, where photographic records 
helped secure their release. 
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2. Post-Treatment Monitoring 

o Pre-release images allow comparisons of physical condition before and 
after release. 
 

o Photographic records contribute to research on survival rates, powerline 
collisions, and poisoning incidents. 

3. Captive Breeding Documentation 

o High-resolution images provide valuable insights into breeding 
behaviours and chick development. 

o Visual records support research collaborations, contributing to best 
practices for vulture captive breeding programmes globally. 

4. Advocacy and Stakeholder Engagement 

o Photographs of powerline injuries provide Eskom with clear evidence, 
supporting urgent infrastructure changes. 

o Images from sting operations have been used in law enforcement cases 
to combat vulture poaching and the illegal wildlife trade. 

5. Nest Monitoring and Research 

o High-resolution images allow long-term monitoring of breeding sites, 
identifying trends and threats to vulture populations. 

o Year-on-year comparisons provide insight into reproductive success and 
conservation impact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Education and Community Awareness 

o Photographs depicting vultures’ vital role in the environment help dispel 
myths and misconceptions. 

o Visual storytelling allows us to engage schools, local leaders, and 
farmers, promoting sustainable practices that reduce threats like 
poisoning and habitat destruction. 
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The Power of an Image: A Lasting Impact 

IDEA WILD’s support has given us more than just a camera—it has given us a voice. 
It has enabled us to tell the story of vultures in a way that words alone cannot. Through 
this lens, we capture the beauty, tragedy, and triumphs of conservation. 

Every image preserves history, inspires change, and strengthens our fight for a future 
where vultures thrive. By making our work fully transparent, we build trust, raise 
awareness, and drive action. 

On behalf of Vulpro and the vultures we dedicate our lives to protecting, we extend 
our deepest gratitude to IDEA WILD. Your generosity is not just an investment in 
equipment — it is an investment in the survival of a species. 
 

Together, we are rewriting the story of vulture conservation —  
one powerful image at a time. 

 
Kind regards 

 
 

 


